Election and Campaign
Policy Overview
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Running for Office




Candidate Definition

Wyo. Stat. § 22-1-102(a)(liii)

= Any person who knowingly seeks nomination or election to public
office by:

= Filing an application for nomination by primary election, nomination by
political party convention or by petition for nomination;

= Write-in, except those who did not seek or campaign for election to the
office;

= Receiving contributions, making expenditures or giving consent for any
individual to receive contributions or make expenditures, in order to
secure nomination or election to public office; or

= Forming a candidate committee;




Do | Need a Candidate Committee?

= Definition of a Candidate Committee Wyo. Stat. § 22-1-102(a)(vii)

= Every group of two or more persons who join together for the purpose of raising,
collecting, or expending money to be used in the aid of the election of a specific
candidate for public office.

= Campaign committees can file reports on behalf of the affiliated candidate
Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-106(j)

= Avoids duplicative reporting

= Candidates and their committees are jointly liable for reports and any civil
penalties for not filing their reports. (S500 SOS, $200 CC)

» Candidates can serve as an officer on their committee

= Chairman and treasurer of committee cannot be the same person




Application for Nomination

Wyo. Stat. § 22-5-204 & 205

= All candidates must file an Application for Nomination to appear on the ballot.
= 2024 Filing Period
~ Thu. May 16" — Fri. May 31°% at 5:00 PM

= These applications are filed with the Secretary of State, County Clerk, or City
Clerk depending on the office.

= The filing fees for 2024 are as follows:
- Federal Office - $750
- Statewide Office - $300
- Legislative and County Offices - $100
= Municipal Offices - $25
= Special Districts, School/Community College Boards, Precinct People — NONE




What Resources Do | Have?

= Wyoming Election Code —Title 22 = Secretary of State

= Chapter 25 — Campaign Practices = Ph. 307-777-5860
Email: elections@wyo.gov
Website: sos.wyo.gov/Elections

= Website
= Campaign Guide

|

» Rules —
= Candidate

~ Campaign finance = Candidate Brochure

= Wyoming Election Calendar
= Voter Data Orders

» County Clerk



https://www.wycampaignfinance.gov/WYCFWebApplication/GSF_Authentication/Default.aspx
https://rules.wyo.gov/
mailto:elections@wyo.gov
https://sos.wyo.gov/Elections/Default.aspx
https://sos.wyo.gov/Elections/Docs/2024/2024_Election_Calendar.pdf
https://sos.wyo.gov/Forms/Elections/General/VoterProductOrderForm.pdf
https://sos.wyo.gov/Elections/Docs/WYCountyClerks.pdf

What About Candidates for US House or
Senate?

= Required to file application for nomination with Wyoming Secretary of State
(SOS) and required documentation with the Federal Election Commission (FEC)

= Required to file Campaign Finance Report with FEC only.

Federal Election Commission
999 E St. NW

Washington, DC 20463

(800) 424-9530

fec.gov




Campaign Advertising Requirements

Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-110 & 115

= “Paid for by:”
~ Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-110(a)

= Newspapers — Include in Ad

= Radio — “Paid for by:” line announced

= TV —“Paid for by:” lines should be announced and/or be displayed on screen

= Digital — “Paid for by:” must either be displayed on the ad, or hyperlinked to a site
with disclosure information

= Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-110(b) For purposes of this section, "campaign literature or
campaign advertising" does not include small campaign items such as tickets, bumper
stickers, pens, pencils, buttons, rulers, nail files, balloons and yard signs displaying the
name of the candidate or office sought and any other items specified by rule of the
secretary of state.




Campaign Advertising Requirements

Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-110 & 115

= Signs, banners etc. may not be placed on, or attached to, any property of state
or its political subdivisions

= Exceptions for schools and community colleges and UW with approval of
governing board, and fairgrounds

= Local ordinances may govern when/where signs can be put up and when they
must be taken down

= Other possible restrictions such as HOAs, etc.




Campaign Finance

Title 22, Chapter 25 - Campaign Practices

= No limits on campaign spending as long as expenditures are disclosed

» Contributions can be limited

= No limit on personal contributions or contributions from immediate family

= Contributions to candidates from any organization, other than Political Action
Committees, Political Parties, and Candidate’s Campaign Committees, are
prohibited

= This includes corporations, religious group, trade union, professional association,
or other profit or non profit entity

= Each candidate is responsible for accepting each contribution




Contribution Limits

Statewide Non-Statewid | Candidate PAC Political
Candidate e Candidate | Committee Party

Recipient

$2,500 per $1,500 per Same as None unless
Individual Election Election Office earmarked for
a candidate
Candidate None None N/A N/A
Committee
None unless $5,000 per Same as None
PAC earmarked for a election Office
candidate
Political None None None None
Party
Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Only permissible if
Permitted PAC does not

Corporation
o]

Organization

directly coordinate
with any candidates
or PAC is
supporting/opposing
ballot proposition

None

None

None

None

Only
permissible if
the party does
not directly
coordinate with
any candidates.



Contributions
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Those contributions whose origins cannot be determined, ex., "'pass the hat

Monetary

Ex. Cash, Check

In Kind

Goods and services donated in place of a monetary donation
Ex. Donation of an auction item
In Kind contributions count towards contribution limits

Loans

Including personal loans

Anonymous

contributions. An anonymous contribution does not mean a contributor may
donate with the understanding the contributor's name will not be reported.

Un-itemized

Contributions under $100.00. Un-itemized contributions may be reported as an
aggregate total.




Expenditures

Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-103

= Expenditure “purposes” can be any campaign expense & must be
reported
= Advertising
= Printing
= Postage
= Consulting
= IT Services
= Venue use fees
- Etc...

= Exception: Travel expenses related to campaigning
Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-103(b)

= Including meals and checking account service charges
= These can still be reported if you would like




Independent Expenditures and Electioneering
Communications

Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-102(k)(i)

Independent Expenditures

= Corporations, partnerships, trade unions, professional associations or civic,
fraternal or religious groups, or profit/nonprofit entities are allowed to exercise
their first amendment right to free speech, to make expenditures advocating for
the election or defeat of a candidate without consultation or coordination with the
candidate or the candidate’s campaign committee.

y

» Electioneering Communications
= Any communication that depicts a clearly identified candidate that does not
explicitly advocate for or against the candidate’s election to office and is made
within 30 days of the Primary Election or 60 days of the General Elections
- If more than S500 is spent on independent expenditures or electioneering
communications, the entity responsible must file a C&E report.




Campaign Finance Reports

Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-106

= Every candidate and candidate campaign committee is required to file
a campaign finance report prior to the Primary and General Elections,

whether they are successful or not.
= Even those who did not receive or spend money

= Committee reports must be signed by both the Chairman and the
Treasurer




Where are reports to be filed?

» Federal Candidates - FEC

= Statewide or Legislative Candidates — Secretary of State

>

= Countywide Candidates — County Clerk

>

= Municipal Candidates — County Clerk

= Paper Forms



https://www.wycampaignfinance.gov/WYCFWebApplication/GSF_Authentication/Default.aspx
https://sos.wyo.gov/Forms/Elections/Campaign_Finance/Candidate_Comm_Contributions_Expenditures.pdf
https://sos.wyo.gov/Forms/Elections/Campaign_Finance/Candidate_Comm_Contributions_Expenditures.pdf

2024 Reporting Dates/ Deadlines

Candidates

Type of Reporting Period Reporting Date Range Filing Due Date Reporting
Types

Contributions Expenditures
Start date End Date Start date End Date

Anytime 08/06/2024

PRIMARY REPORT 112023 | 8/2022024 | 17172023 | /2072024 through 08/13/2024 ok
Anytime 10/22/2024

GENERAL REPORT 8/21/2024 | 12/31/2024 | /2172024 | 12312024 | Y ugh 10/29/2024 C&E

* The General C&E report may be amended at any time after the General Election through the end of the election cycle. The amendments
will likely be the recording of contributions received and expenses paid after the election; thus the time frame.

Candidate Committees

Type of Reporting Period Reporting Date Range Filing Due Date Reporting
Contributions Expenditures Typies
Start date End Date Start date End Date

Anytime 07/01/2023
NON ELECTION YEAR (ODD YEAR) 1/1/2023 I 12/31/2023 | 1/1/2023 l 12/31/2023 through 12/31/2023
Anytime 08/06/2024

PRIMARY REPORT 1/1/2024 I 8/20/2024 | 1/1/2024 I 8/20/2024 through 08/13/2024 C&E
Anytime 10/22/2024

GENERAL REPORT 8/21/2024 l 12/31/2024 | 8/21/2024 l 12/31/2024 through 10/29/2024 C&E




Terminating a Campaign Finance Account

Wyo. Stat. § 22-25-106(b)

» How do you Terminate? File with the Secretary of State or County Clerk Respectively
= Secretary of State - online at

= Secretary of State’s Office administratively closes all candidate accounts after each
election cycle, however according to state law, all candidate’s committees will remain
active until terminated by committee officers.

= County and Municipal on paper either by using a termination report or on your final filing,
check the box indicating you wish to terminate.

= When can you Terminate? When you have no outstanding reports or transactions to file

= What happens after termination?

= No further reports are due!

» What do | do with any unspent campaign funds?

= The Wyoming election Code does not specify how excess campaign funds may be used



http://www.wycampainfinance.gov/

Questions/Comments

Kai Schon

Election Director
kai.schon(@soch-inc.com
\ (307) 286-0039




